
 
 

Thanatology 2201B (570) 
Winter 2026 

Research Methods in Thanatology 
 
Course Information: 
Calendar Description: This course will explore recent research in Thanatology to familiarize 
students with the methodology utilized and to critically analyze research from an informed 
standpoint. Students will examine quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-methods designs, 
become familiar with measures that have been developed, and also explore current trends and 
controversies in Thanatology research.  
 
 
Prerequisite(s): 
 
Anti-requisite(s): The former Thanatology 4401F/G 
 
Extra Information: 3 lecture hours.  
 
Course Weight:0.50 Breadth: Category A  
Subject Code: THANAT 
 
Notice: Unless you have either the requisites for this course (fulfilment of pre-requisites, no 
anti-requisite conflicts), or special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be 
removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be 
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a 
course for failing to have the necessary pre-requisites.  
 
  



 
 

Kings University College at Western University 
Thanatology 2201B (570): Research Methods in Thanatology 

Winter 2026 
Instructor: Dr. Adrienne Sauder      
Email: asauder5@uwo.ca      Office Hours: Virtually by appointment 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Description            
This course will explore recently published research in Thanatology in order to become familiar with various 
research tools and methods that are utilized in the field. This course will give students the opportunity to 
specifically examine research methods that are used in Thanatology and to develop the ability to critically 
analyze this research from an informed standpoint. Students will explore the use of quantitative, qualitative, 
and mixed methods designs in Thanatology research, and become familiar with measures that have been 
developed for use in this research. Students will also explore current trends and controversies in 
Thanatology research. 
 
Course Objectives 
1. Become familiar with research tools and methods (both quantitative and qualitative) used within 

Thanatology research, 
2. Develop the ability to critically read and discuss published research within the field of Thanatology, 
3. Establish an awareness and understanding of unique issues in Thanatology research, including new 

trends and controversies in the field, 
4. Acquire an understanding of the academic research and publication process, 
5. Advance specific skills related to research and academia, including research design, ethical consideration, 

research synthesis, proper citation, discipline specific writing, etc.  
 
Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Recognize, comprehend, and reproduce foundational terminology and key concepts related to 

quantitative and qualitative research, 
2. Read, analyze, and evaluate research articles in order to identify and examine methodological 

components (tools, methods, procedures, and methodologies), evaluate the quality and value of the 
research study design, and assess ethical considerations, 

3. Develop a viable and manageable undergraduate-level research question that is contextualized within the 
relevant literature and present this information orally via video in a coherent, synthesized, and 
comprehensive manner, 

4. Synthesize the essential elements of research into a cohesive and logical study design and rationalize 
their design decisions in relation to core methodological concepts, 

5. Identify and discuss the ethical considerations for conducting research as it relates to their proposed 
potential study. 

 
Class Format IN-PERSON 
 
Structure of the Course 

mailto:asauder5@uwo.ca


This course begins on Monday, January 5, 2026, and continues until Monday, April 6, 2026, honouring all 
important dates derived from University approved guidelines and academic policies 
(https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-dates-and-events/).  
 
This course incorporates both lectures and dialogic discourse and is designed to promote engaged critical 
thinking. It is important to complete all required readings, videos, and any other materials BEFORE CLASS 
in order to best engage your colleagues in a discussion of various methodological problems relating to 
research in the field of Thanatology. Students are expected to participate by asking relevant questions 
and/or by providing appropriate critiques. The responsbility for a successful learning experience is shared 
by all the participants – students and professor alike. I am trusting that you will share in the responsibility in 
making this a successful learning experience for everyone.  
 
Texts and Readings 
Required: 
Burkholder, G. J., Cox, K. A., Crawford, L. M., & Hitchcock, J. H. (Eds.). (2020). Research design and methods: 
An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner. SAGE. (approximately $160.00) 
 
Additional required readings, as per the schedule below, are accessible via the OWL Brightspace course 
website. 
 
Strongly Recommended Text (*used in all Thanatology courses*) 
American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). 
(approximately $60.00) 
 
Assessments 
 

1) Attendance and Participation      10% 
2) Tests (x2)        30% 
3) Article reports (2 of 3)       10% 
4) Research question video presentation     25% 
5) Final exam        25% 

 
Participation and Attendance 
Students are expected to attend class having read assigned readings and prepared to engage in discussion. 
Attendance will be monitored via sign-in sheet before the end of every class. Students will be responsible for 
making sure that they have signed the attendance sheet each week. If you need to leave class early, please 
speak with the instructor before class or during the break.  
 
In-class written activities will be used periodically throughout the term to provide additional opportunities 
for participation and engagement. These activities are designed to encourage critical thinking, support 
course learning objectives, and allow students to reflect on key concepts in real time. While not formally 
graded, completion and thoughtful engagement with these tasks will contribute to your participation mark. 
 
Tests x 2 (in-class, 1 hour in length; January 26, 2026 & March 9, 2026)    

In-class tests will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions. 
 

Article reports (February 9, 2026, February 23, 2026, & March 2, 2026)   

https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-dates-and-events/


For these assignments, students are to complete a report, using the template provided, based on the 
assigned journal article. Students are required to read the article and answer questions about aspects of 
the article, including but not limited to: purpose of the study, approach, methodology, population, data 
collection methods, analysis, and ethical considerations and practices.  
 

Research question presentation (video – 8 min max; March 16, 2026)   
Students are expected to identify a topic worthy of a research inquiry, conduct a preliminary literature 
review on that topic (minimum of 8 scholarly sources in addition to any relevant course material), and 
generate a viable research question (and possible sub-questions). Students will upload a brief (8 min 
max) video presentation to OWL on their chosen research topic identifying: the scope and relevance of 
the topic, a brief overview and synthesis of the literature, the identified research question(s), and a 
justification for the practical application of the research. Students will be evaluated on their ability to 
formulate a focused research question, synthesize a literature overview, and demonstrate critical 
thinking about how this knowledge may be applied to (clinical) practice.  

 
Final Exam (date TBD; 3 hours in length)  

This exam will be scheduled and written during the April exam period. This exam will consist of 
multiple choice and short answer questions. 

 
*Instructions regarding assignments - Evaluation for all regular assignments will include 
professionalism, academic integrity, and adherence to APA formatting (7th ed.). Assignments are due by 
6:30pm on the date indicated unless an extension is granted prior to the deadline. All written assignments 
turned into OWL via the assignment tab must be in Word or PDF format (not any other format). If 
submitted in any other format, it will be marked as late and the student will be asked to resubmit. 
 
GRADE DESCRIPTORS 
A+  90–100  One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level 
A  80–89   Superior work which is clearly above average 
B  70–79   Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory 
C  60–69   Competent work, meeting requirements 
D  50–59   Fair work, minimally acceptable 
F  below 50  Fail 
 
Late Penalties 
Normally, the only acceptable reasons for late or missed assignments are illness (for which a doctor’s note 
may be required) or extreme compassionate circumstances. Unexcused late assignments will be penalized as 
follows: Assignments handed in after 6:30pm but no later than 11:55pm on the due date will lose 2%. 
Assignments handed in a day late will lose an additional 3%. After that, an additional 5% per day penalty will 
apply and assignments will not be accepted more than 7 days after the due date unless prior arrangements 
have been made with the instructor. 
 

**Tokens** 
 

All students have one (1) “token” which can be used for a 2-day extension on any assignment (not 
including tests) as long as Dr. Sauder is notified by email no later than the day the assignment is due (no 

explanation or documentation required. 
 



Policy Re: Make-Up Exams and Extensions of Deadlines  
If, on medical or compassionate grounds, you are unable to write a midterm test or final examination or 
complete course work by the due date, you should follow the instructions below. In addition, you must 
demonstrate that there are compelling medical or compassionate grounds that can be documented before 
academic accommodation will be considered.  
 
You should understand that academic accommodation will not be granted automatically on request. 
Instructors are under no obligation to offer more than one opportunity to write a make-up exam. Please 
note that any requests for discretion by the instructor will be decided on the basis of the issue that is 
brought to the instructor’s attention and the instructor’s obligation to ensure fairness to all students in the 
classroom. The instructor will not agree to any concessions or accommodations that would be unfair to the 
other students in the class.  
 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
AI and Chat GPT. King’s is committed to fostering a culture of professionalism, honesty, and academic 
integrity, and all members of our community—faculty, staff, and students—have a role to play in promoting 
an ethical learning environment. Furthermore, through the work they submit for academic evaluation, 
students develop important habits of critical thinking, independent inquiry, and creativity. Thus, it is 
expected that students will submit work that is truly their own, completed without external assistance 
(human or artificial) except as explicitly permitted by the course instructor. 
  
Within this course, use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools [such as Chat GPT] is not permitted for written 
work submitted for evaluation. 
  
Western’s scholastic discipline policy can be found here. 
  
Classroom Etiquette. It will be expected that all cell phones will be silenced during class time. Any 
student found texting or using his/her/their cell phone during class time will be asked to leave the 
class.  
 
Tardiness and Early Departure from Class. We all contribute to the integrity of our learning 
environment and therefore it is important to arrive on time and to be fully present for the entire class time. 
Although it is understandable that occasionally circumstances can result in a few minutes’ delay, it is 
unacceptable (and rude) to habitually arrive late or leave earlier than the class is dismissed by the 
instructor. Students with extenuating circumstances may advise the instructor in advance of these 
circumstances to request occasional accommodation if necessary. Any accommodations requested will 
be granted on the basis of fairness to all students in the class.  
 
Email Etiquette. Email is for short answers or setting up appointments. If you have content- or course-
based problems, please email me to set up an appointment or come to student hours at my office. In the 
email subject line, please include the course that you are emailing about (THAN 2201B).  
 
Please consider how you address me in your salutation. This is an academic class and I am your professor. 
Also, consider the tone of your email. I will respond to your email within 2 business days. If you have not 
heard from me after 2 business days, then please feel free to contact me again. I will not respond to emails 
over the weekend.  

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


To ensure you have thoroughly reviewed the course syllabus and are familiar with its contents, please 
complete the following task: Before the start of our second class (on Jan 12, 2026), please send an email to 
Dr. Sauder (asauder5@uwo.ca) that includes the title and artist of your favourite song from the 1990s and 
explains why it is your fav song. Ensure your name and the course code is in the email subject line. This 
brief task serves both as confirmation of your engagement with the syllabus and as an introduction to me 
about you and your musical preferences and will earn you a 2% bonus to your final grade. Failure to 
complete this task by the stated deadline will not result in any penalty. 

Note on Changing Marks. Marks will not be changed (tests only: unless there is an addition error).  
 
If a student seeks to change their grade without legitimate ground for such changes they will be directed to 
the Academic Dean’s Office. 
 
I know students are in the habit of sharing and comparing marks. I don’t encourage this because it just 
causes problems and competition between one another. Do not worry about what grades other students 
receive. Your work is not being graded against the quality of work that is presented by other students. Please 
do not tell the instructor how to grade other students. I will only discuss your marks with you, not another 
student’s marks.  
 
Drop Date  
 
The final date to drop a half course without academic penalty is March 30, 2026.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 - January 5, 2026: Course Overview / Academic Integrity / Looking at Research  

Patton, M. Q. (2020). Foreword. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock 
(Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. ix-xv). SAGE. 

 
Burkholder, G.J. (2020). Ch. 1: Introduction to research. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. 

Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-
practitioner (pp. 3-12). SAGE. 

 
Week 2 - January 12, 2026: Philosophical, Theoretical, and Conceptual Considerations 

Burkholder, G. J., & Burbank, P. M. (2020). Ch. 2: Philosophical foundations and the role of theory in 
research. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research 
design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 13-34). SAGE. 

 
Crawford, L. M. (2020). Ch. 3: Conceptual and theoretical frameworks in research. In G. J. 

Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An 
applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 35-48). SAGE. 

 
Week 3 - January 19, 2026: Reading, Critiquing, and Synthesizing Literature & Formulating 

Research Questions  
Pezalla, A. (2020). Ch. 19: Critiquing and synthesizing the literature. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, 

L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the 
scholar-practitioner (pp. 295-308). SAGE. 

 
Week 4 – January 26, 2026: 40 Years of Thanatology Research / The Publication Process 

** Test 1 (in class)** 
Neimeyer, R. A., & Vallerga, M. (2015). Publication patterns in death studies: 40 years on. Death 

Studies, 39(9), 563-569. https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2015.1064292 
  

Week 5 - February 2, 2026: Quantitative Research Designs 
Cox, K. A. (2020). Ch. 4: Quantitative research designs. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. 

Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-
practitioner (pp. 51-66). SAGE. 

 
Randolph, J. J. (2020). Ch. 5 : Quantitative analysis. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, 

& J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 
67-80). SAGE. 

 
Week 6 - February 9, 2026: Qualitative Research Designs 

**Article Report 1 due** 
Carverhill, P. A. (2002). Qualitative research in thanatology. Death Studies, 26(3), 195-207. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07481180211272 
 
Crawford, L. M. (2020). Ch. 6: Qualitative research designs. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. 

Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-
practitioner (pp. 81-98). SAGE. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2015.1064292
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1080/07481180211272


Jackson II, R. L., Drummond, D. K., & Camara, S. (2007). What is qualitative research? Qualitative 
Research Reports in Communication, 8(1), 21-28. https://doi.org/10.1080/17459430701617879 

Reading Week – February 16 -20, 2026 – NO CLASS 
 
Week 7 – February 23, 2026: Mixed Methods, Arts-based, and Community-based Research Designs 

**Article Report 2 due** 
Nastasi, B. K. (2020). Ch. 8: Mixed methods designs and approaches. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, 

L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-
practitioner (pp. 113-128). SAGE. 

 
Leavy, P. (2023). Research design: Quantitative, qualitative, mixed methods, arts-based, and community-based 

participatory research approaches (2nd ed.). The Guilford Press. - Chapter 8 (pp. 206-227)  
 
Mertler, C. A. (2020). Ch. 18: Action research. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. 

H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 275-
292). SAGE. 

 
Week 8 – March 2, 2026: Research Ethics and Quality Considerations 

**Article Report 3 due** 
Stewart, M. S., & Hitchcock, J. H. (2020). Ch. 12: Quality considerations. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. 

Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the 
scholar-practitioner (pp. 175-198). SAGE. 

 
Cox, K. A. (2020). Ch. 13: Ethical considerations. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & 

J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 199-
214). SAGE. 

 
Butler, A. E., Copnell, B., & Hall, H. (2019). Researching people who are bereaved: Managing risks to 

participants and researchers. Nursing Ethics, 26(1), 224-234. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0969733017695656 

 
Optional readings: 
TCPS 2 (2014). Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical conduct for research involving humans 

 
World Medical Association.  Declaration of Helsinki: Ethical principles for medical research involving 

human subjects (1964/revised 2013) 
 
Week 9 - March 9, 2026: Participant Recruitment & Data Collection 

   **Test 2 (in class)** 
Akard, T. F., Gilmer, M. J., Miller, K., Steele, A. C., Hancock, K., Barrera, M., Compas, B., Davies, B., 

Dietrich, M. S., Fairclough, D. L., Hogan, N. S., Vannatta, K., & Gerhardt, C. A. (2014). Factors 
affecting recruitment and participation of bereaved parents and siblings in grief research. Progress 
in Palliative Care, 22(2), 75-79. https://doi.org/10.1179/1743291X13Y.0000000071 

 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17459430701617879
https://doi.org/10.1177/0969733017695656
https://doi.org/10.1179/1743291X13Y.0000000071


Crawford, L. M., & Knight Lynn, L. (2020). Ch. 10: Interviewing essentials for new researchers. In G. 
J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: 
An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 147-160). SAGE. 

 
Cox, K. A. (2020). Ch. 11: Survey research. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. 

Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 161-170). 
SAGE. 

 
Week 10 - March 16, 2026: Analysis & Interpretation 

    **Research Question Video due** 
Mihas, P. (2020). Ch. 7: Qualitative analysis. In G. J. Burkholder, K. A. Cox, L. M. Crawford, & J. H. 

Hitchcock (Eds.), Research design and methods: An applied guide for the scholar-practitioner (pp. 99-112). 
SAGE. 

 
Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 

3(2), 77-101. https://doi.org/10.1191.1478088706qp063oa 
 
Wright, K., & Flemons, D. (2002). Dying to know: Qualitative research with terminally ill persons and 

their families. Death Studies, 26(3), 255-271. https:/doi.org/10.1080/07481180211268 
 
Week 11 - March 23, 2026: Thanatology Research in the Digital Age / Conferences & Knowledge 

Mobilization 
Gelinas, L., Pierce, R., Winkler, S., Cohen, I. G., Fernandez Lynch, H., & Bierer, B. E. (2017). Using 

social media as a research recruitment tool: Ethical issues and recommendations. The American 
Journal of Bioethics, 17(3), 3-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2016.1276644 

 
Moore, J., Magee, S., Gamreklidze, E., & Kowalewski, J. (2019). Social media mourning: Using 

grounded theory to explore how people grieve on social networking sites. OMEGA – Journal of 
Death and Dying, 79(3), 231-259. https://doi.org/10.1177/0030222817709691 

 
Carleton University. (2014). So what the heck is knowledge mobilization and why should I care? 

https://carleton.ca/communityfirst/?p=855 
 
Week 12 – March 30, 2026: “Doing” Thanatology Research 

Visser, R. C. (2017). “Doing death”: Reflecting on the researcher’s subjectivity and emotions. Death 
Studies, 41(1), 6-13. https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2016.1257877 

 
Woodthorpe, K. (2011). Researching death: Methodological reflections on the management of critical 

distance. International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 14(2), 99-109. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2010.496576 

 
Week 13 – April 6, 2026: Exam Review 

       
 

Final April Exam 
Date: To Be Scheduled 

 
  

https://doi.org/10.1191.1478088706qp063oa
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2016.1276644
https://doi.org/10.1177/0030222817709691
https://carleton.ca/communityfirst/?p=855
https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2016.1257877
https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2010.496576


KING’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
GENERAL COURSE POLICIES 

2025-2026 
 
1. Academic Accommodations, Consideration for Absences 
 
Academic Accommodation (Accessibility)  
Accessibility Services works to ensure that academic programs are accessible to all students, and supports 
students who may have a condition related to, but not limited to, vision, hearing, mobility, different ways 
of learning, mental health, chronic illnesses, chronic pain, autism spectrum disorder, ADD/ADHD, and 
temporary conditions (beyond short-term academic consideration). Accessibility Services provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive 
assessment. The accommodation policy can be found here Academic Accommodation for Students with 
Disabilities. Information on Accessibility Services at King’s can be found here. 

Academic Consideration for Student Absence 

If a student is unable to meet a course requirement due to substantial but temporary extenuating 
circumstances (medical or compassionate), they should follow the procedures below. 

In some cases, where instructors have built flexibility into their assessments, this flexibility will already 
address consideration needs. 

Requests for academic consideration should be directed to the Academic Advising Office of your 
faculty/college of registration. Requests must be made as soon as possible and no later than 48 hours after 
the missed assessment. 

As a rule, documentation is required for academic consideration. For academic consideration requests on 
medical grounds, the Student Medical Certificate is available at 
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/exams_and_t
ests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf. 

Students are permitted one academic consideration request without supporting documentation per term 
per course. 

Instructors may designate one assessment per half-course weight as requiring formal supporting 
documentation. Please refer to the course outline for each course. 

For further information, please see: 
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf 
 

Absences from Final Examinations 

If you miss the Final Exam, contact the Academic Advising Office of your faculty/college of registration as 
soon as you are able to do so.  They will assess your eligibility to write the Special Examination (the name 
given by the University to a makeup Final Exam). 

You may also be eligible to write the Special Exam if you are in a “Multiple Exam Situation” (e.g., more than 
2 exams in 23-hour period, or more than 3 exams in a 47-hour period). 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/accessibility-services/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/exams_and_tests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/exams_and_tests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf


If a student fails to write a scheduled Special Examination, the date of the next Special Examination (if 
granted) normally will be the scheduled date for the final exam the next time this course is offered.  The 
maximum course load for that term will be reduced by the credit of the course(s) for which the final 
examination has been deferred.  See the Academic Calendar for details (under Special Examinations).  
 

 
Religious Accommodation 

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give notice in 
writing to the instructor and Academic Advising Office if a course requirement will be affected by a religious 
holiday/observance. Notice must be given as early as possible, and no later than two weeks prior to an 
examination, and one week prior to a midterm test date. It is the responsibility of such students to inform 
themselves concerning the work done in classes from which they are absent and to take appropriate action. 
 

2. Support Services  

Accessibility, Counselling and Student Development at King’s University College: 
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-services/   

Students experiencing emotional or mental health distress can access services at King’s University College: 
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-
counselling/  

Good2talk is a good online and phone 24/7 resource for students and is available in English, Mandarin, and 
French: https://good2talk.ca, 1-866-925-5454 

MentalHealth@Western provides a complete list of options about how to obtain help: 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/  

Academic Support Services at King’s University College:  
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/  

 

GBSV Support: 
King’s is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have experienced 
sexual or gender-based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information about support 
services for survivors, including emergency contacts at: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-
campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/ 
You can reach someone supports at Kings by emailing Care@kings.uwo.ca or calling 519-930-
4640 to reach a social worker who can offer help. 

You can also reach Western’s Gender-Based Violence & Survivor Support Case 
Manager by email or by calling 519-661-3568. 

Further supports can be found on this website: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-
campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/ 
See also https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html  

University Students’ Council offers many valuable support services for students, including the health 
insurance plan: http://westernusc.ca/services/  

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_70
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-services/
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-counselling/
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-counselling/
https://good2talk.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
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3. Statement on Use of Electronic Devices  

Use of Electronic Devices: Unless explicitly stated otherwise, you are not allowed to have a cell phone, or 
any other electronic device, with you during tests or examinations. Unauthorized possession of such a 
device during a test or examination constitutes an academic offence.  

Use of Laptops, Tablets, and Smartphones in the Classroom: King’s University College at Western 
University acknowledges the integration of new technologies and learning methods into the curriculum. 
The use of electronic devices such as laptop computers, tablets, or smartphones can contribute to student 
engagement and effective learning. At the same time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share 
jointly the responsibility to establish and maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive to 
learning.  

The use of electronic devices by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be for matters related to 
the course at hand only. Students found to be using electronic devices for purposes not directly related to 
the class may be subject to sanctions under the Student Code of Conduct; see 
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/code-of-student-conduct1/  

Inappropriate use of electronics (e.g., laptops, tablets, smartphones) during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., 
creates a significant disruption. As a consequence, instructors may choose to limit the use of electronic 
devices in these settings. In addition, in order to provide a safe classroom environment, students attending 
in-person class sessions are strongly advised to operate laptops with batteries rather than power cords.  

 

4. Statement on Academic Offences  

King’s is committed to academic integrity. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed 
to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, is posted 
at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf  

It is expected that students will submit work that is truly their own, completed without external assistance 
(human or artificial) except as explicitly permitted by the course instructor. Check with you instructor on 
what tools, including generative AI (ChatGPT, translation tools, grammar-checking tools) are permitted in 
the course. Because a tool is permitted in one course, that does not mean it is permitted in other courses. 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers 
submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system; see 
https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/Originality Reports - TurnItIn.html.  

Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review 
by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. 

 
5. Copyright of Course Material  

Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, and similar materials 
are protected by copyright. Faculty members are the exclusive owner of copyright in those materials they 
create. Students may take notes and make copies for their own use. Students may not allow others to 
reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly (whether or not a fee is charged) 
without the express written consent of a faculty member. Unauthorized sharing of class content is subject 
to academic discipline. 

https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/code-of-student-conduct1/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/TurnItIn.html
https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/TurnItIn.html


Similarly, students own copyright in their own original papers and exam essays. If a faculty member wishes 
to post a student’s answers or papers on the course website, they should ask for the student’s written 
permission.  
 
6. Use of Recordings  

Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where recording is an approved 
accommodation and/or the participant has the prior written permission of the instructor. Unauthorized 
recording and/or sharing of class content is subject to academic discipline. 
 
7. Policy on Attendance  

Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or laboratory periods 
in any course, will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course, after due warning has been 
given. On the recommendation of the department concerned, and with the permission of the Dean of that 
Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination in the course.  

 
 


