
Page 1 of 12 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 1100 (570) 
Fundamentals of Geography 

Fall/Winter 2025 - 2026 
 
Instructor: Dr. Brennan Vogel 
Email: bvogel@uwo.ca      

 
 
Course Information 
  
 
Calendar Description: 
A systematic descriptive introduction to the diverse elements of landscape including geo-
morphic, climatic, and biotic elements, human settlement and land-use patterns; cartographic 
approaches to the analysis of selected processes of landscape change; an introduction to the 
synthesis of elements and processes in spatial systems models. 
 
Prerequisite(s):  
 
Antirequisite(s): Geography 1300A/B, Geography 1400F/G. 
 
Extra Information: 3 lecture hours.  
 
Course Weight: 1.00 
Breadth: Category A 
Subject Code: GEOGRAPH 
 
Notice: Unless you have either the requisites for this course (fulfilment of pre-requisites, no anti-
requisite conflicts), or special permission from your Dean to enrol in it, you may be removed 
from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You 
will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for fail-
ing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
  

mailto:bvogel@uwo.ca
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_019634_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_019635_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
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Geography 1100  

(570) 

Fall 2025 & Winter 2026 

The Fundamentals of Geography 

Course Instructor: Dr. Brennan Vogel BES MA PhD  

Email: bvogel@uwo.ca  

Class Times and Location(s):  

In-Person 

OWL Brightspace & McGraw Hill Connect + Online Resources 

Office Hours: 

By Email Appointment, Online Only 

This course offers a systematic introduction to the academic discipline of Geography, including Physical 
Geography and Human Geography sub-disciplines. The course covers: geomorphic, climatic, and biotic 
elements; as well as human settlement and land-use patterns; cartographic approaches to the analysis of 
selected processes of landscape change; and an introduction to the synthesis of Geographic thought pro-
cesses in spatial systems models of research and analysis.  

Prerequisite(s): None 
Antirequisite(s): Geography 1300A/B, 1400F/G 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll 
in this course, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision 
may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a 
course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.            
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 GEO 1100 (570): The Fundamentals of Geography 

GEO 1100 (570) is intended as an introduction to the broad academic discipline known as Geography for 
a multi-disciplinary audience. GEO 1100 (570) has been designed to combine in-class lectures with a di-
versity of learning activities (e.g. online learning activities done on students’ individual, self-led schedule at 
the time most convenient to the student). GEO 1100 (570) relies on the utilization of the McGraw Hill Con-
nect Learning Management System as well as the OWL Brightspace Learning Management System, com-
plimenting in-class lectures with online learning activities. This course begins in September 2025 and ends 
April 2026, honouring all important dates derived from University approved guidelines and academic poli-
cies (https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-dates-and-events/).  

Throughout GEO 1100 (570), students are encouraged to engage respectfully and connect meaningfully 
with peers and the instructor. Online course resources and materials allow for ample opportunities to appli-
cably engage in self-led learning. Making the most of the self-led learning opportunities available requires 
that students take individual responsibility for their own pace of progress. Ongoing attendance and regular 
participation in class lectures supports students’ learning, while timely individual completion of online course 
activities and learning assessments involved with asynchronous learning supports students success in 
GEO 1100 (570).  

On-demand office hours with the instructor are available upon request.  

Office Hours: By Appointment, Online  

My name is Dr. Brennan Vogel, PhD. I am available to support students during regular working hours Mon-
day through Friday, 9am-4pm ET. Academic consultations and student support are available by appoint-
ment, on demand and as necessary. Please contact me by email for an individual appointment at: bvo-
gel@uwo.ca. I will typically respond within 48 hours on weekdays.  

Approach:  

Overall, this course encourages students to develop greater understanding and appreciation for the Geo-
graphical interrelationships between humankind and the global environment, and topical examples and 
contemporary case studies are used to help illustrate these interrelationships. The objective of the course 
is to provide students from all backgrounds with an introductory overview of the discipline of Geography 
and its two main sub-disciplines of Physical Geography and Human Geography. Throughout the course, 
students have opportunities to independently explore and learn more about the inter-related array of 
knowledge areas and research sub-topics that coalesce under the broad discipline of Geography. Topics 
covered in this course include: Geographic approaches to mapping (past and present); physical earth pro-
cesses, geology and landforms; meteorological phenomena, weather and climate; geographies of human 
population and migration; cultural and political phenomena; cities and the urban environment; and Geo-
graphic approaches to critically understanding the Geography of current social, economic and environmen-
tal issues. The course introduces students to the discipline of Geography with attention given to the theo-
retical and historical foundations of the ‘Geographic Worldview’ and the two main sub-disciplines - Physical 
and Human Geography. Students will have opportunities for surveying and exploring various sub-topics of 
Geography. An introduction to the “spatial tools of the trade" that Geographers and Cartographers use for 
mapping, considers both historical and technological approaches to navigation, cartographic map-making 
and modern day geo-spatial analysis. Students will consider cases and examples of selected aspects of 
the world's Physical Geography, including Landforms, Weather and Climate. Under the broad sub-disci-
plines of Human Geography, topics explored include: Human Spatial Interaction, Population & Cultural 
Geography, Urban Planning & Design, Economic Geography, Political Geography and Environmental Stud-
ies. 

* GEO 1100 (570) seeks to be universally accessible to all students and accommodation needs associated 
with university undergraduate learning. If you require specific academic accommodations and/or need 
specific academic supports for online learning, please contact me directly by email at: bvogel@uwo.ca. 

https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-dates-and-events/
mailto:bvogel@uwo.ca
mailto:bvogel@uwo.ca
mailto:bvogel@uwo.ca
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Please also refer to the Academic Policy Statements and Student Supports section of this Syllabus for 
further information. 

Learning Objectives:  

At the end of this course students will:  

1. Be able to discuss & differentiate between the origins of the discipline of Geography and its two main 
sub-disciplines 

2. Be aware of basic milestones in the development of the discipline of Geography, such as through 
advances in mapping tools and technologies and understanding of land use changes over time 

3. Be able to do basic map interpretation including the use of geographic coordinates, latitude and longi-
tude, scale and legends, as well as knowledge of different types of maps & map projections 

4. Have an increased awareness & knowledge of Earth’s geographical diversity (both physical and hu-
man), achieved through gaining a greater appreciation for the social and physical processes that are 
active in shaping the world, from the local and regional scale to the national and global level  

5. Have been introduced to the concept of “thinking spatially” in relation to current environmental issues 
and ways of interpreting geographic landscapes through an improved awareness of socio-ecological 
and geo-political phenomena and the impacts of human activities on the Earth and natural processes 

6. Have an expanded geographic vocabulary and knowledge capabilities for expressing critical thoughts 
and ideas spatially, for example by using maps and other Geographic tools and thought processes to 
engage in contemporary analyses and critique related to topical subjects and issues  

Statement on Course Evaluations & Accommodations:  

Students are individually responsible for all of the organizational and preparation activities required to com-
plete all graded course evaluations and learning activities on time. Completing cumulative online reading 
assignments, participating in online learning activities (including forums), completing online quizzes, as well 
as completing online assignments are all the student’s individual responsibility in the online learning envi-
ronment. No extensions will be granted, unless under extraordinary circumstances.  

Reasonable accommodations for extensions will be considered by the instructor only when student’s pro-
vide sufficient advance email notice (>48 hours) and/or verifiable explanations with respect to accommo-
dation requests related to late or incomplete work and/or assignment extension requests, supported by 
Academic Counselling.  

The instructor commits to conducting the course in a manner that maintains an academic atmosphere, that 
is conducive to learning, and that fosters mutual respect. In return, students are expected to exemplify 
behaviour that contributes to achieving this shared goal. Students are individually responsible for self-led 
learning and regular participation in asynchronous course activities as expected. It is the students’ respon-
sibility to acquire material and/or information that may have been missed, and/or make accommodations 
with the Instructor.  

Course Materials: 

Technical requirements for this course include a stable internet connection and a computer. All course 
related educational resources and graded activities for this course will primarily be conducted using the 
‘Introduction to Geography’ e-textbook available through McGraw Hill Connect with complimentary foun-
dational resources and online grading and submission of assignments provided through the UWO OWL 
Brightspace. 
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OWL Brightspace Learning System 

Access: https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/login?logout=1 

If you are unfamiliar with using UWO OWL Brightspace, introductory instructions for using the platform are 
provided here: https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/ 

McGraw Hill Connect 

E-Text: Getis, Getis, Bjelland, and Fellmann, Introduction to Geography, 16th ed., McGraw Hill, 2020  

Please note that this textbook is available in a variety of other formats, but this course will be offered 
using the McGraw Hill Connect Smart Book e-textbook and the supporting, mandatory online learn-
ing software. Completing Online Reading Assignments, Quizzes and Online Assignments requires 
McGraw Hill Connect Smart Book. Costs $99.00 - $122.35 

Students can purchase the MHC online textbook and education package at the following website:  

 https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?cam-
pus=KC&term=W2025&courses%5B0%5D=570_

KC/GEO1100 
Course Grading Rubric 
 
Mid-Term Test & Final Exam / 40%  
Students are required to complete a mandatory mid-term test (10%) and final exam (30%), combined worth 
40% of the final grade. Further details regarding the examination format will be shared throughout the 
course. No extensions will be granted.  
 
Online Quizzes / 30%  
The grading format for this course includes six multiple choice and true and false quizzes to be completed 
in McGraw Hill Connect (MHC). Complete the MHC time-allocated quizzes (each worth 5%) within the 
specified time periods to earn grades for this portion of the course. Practice quizzes are available. No 
extensions will be granted.  
 
Online Assignments / 10%  
Students are required to complete two online learning assignments within specified time periods in MHC. 
Each assignment is worth 5% of the final grade. No extensions will be granted.  
 
Online Reading Assignments / 10%  
Cumulatively monitored and graded student participation in the completion of 13 assigned MHC online 
chapter readings and the corresponding online learning assessments are required throughout the course. 
Completion of all of the assigned chapter readings and online learning assessment activities within the 
specified time periods is required to earn grades for this portion of the course. No extensions will be granted.  
 
Online Participation / 5%  
Students are required to complete two online participation activities in OWL within specified time periods. 
Completion of both forums (2.5% each) is required to be allocated the grade for this portion of the course. 
No extensions will be granted. 
 
Class Attendance & Participation / 5%  

https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/login?logout=1
https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/
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Student attendance will be taken promptly at the beginning of each class. Full attendance and participation 
in class lectures and activities will result in full grades being allocated for this portion of the course.  
Course Syllabus and Scheduling Notes: See McGraw Hill Connect & OWL Brightspace for Online 
Course Scheduling Notes & Course Calendars.  
 
*No extensions or make-ups will be granted for quizzes, online participation activities and assign-
ments, midterm and final exams, and/or reading due dates, unless under extraordinary circum-
stances.  
 
** All due date times are 11:59pm in Eastern Daylight Savings / Standard Time, All open times are 12:00am 
in Eastern Daylight Savings / Standard Time.  
 
*** OWL Brightspace and McGraw Hill Connect (MHC) provide the online platforms and digital learning 
apparatus for this course. OWL is used for Graded Participation Activities (Forums) while MHC is used for 
Practice and Time-Allocated Quizzes, Readings, Online Assignments, Midterm Exam and Final Exam. 
 
**** OWL also provides a regular course site for students’ weekly course ‘To Do Lists’, topic overviews and 
accompanying slides as well as Gradebook, Announcements and supplementary resources.  
 
Please refer to the OWL Course Site and/or contact bvogel@uwo.ca if you require further clarification or 
assistance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bvogel@uwo.ca
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KING’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
GENERAL COURSE POLICIES 

2025-2026 
 
1. Academic Accommodations, Consideration for Absences 
 
Academic Accommodation (Accessibility)  
Accessibility Services works to ensure that academic programs are accessible to all stu-
dents, and supports students who may have a condition related to, but not limited to, vi-
sion, hearing, mobility, different ways of learning, mental health, chronic illnesses, 
chronic pain, autism spectrum disorder, ADD/ADHD, and temporary conditions (beyond 
short-term academic consideration). Accessibility Services provides recommendations 
for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive 
assessment. The accommodation policy can be found here Academic Accommodation 
for Students with Disabilities. Information on Accessibility Services at King’s can be 
found here. 
Academic Consideration for Student Absence 
If a student is unable to meet a course requirement due to substantial but temporary ex-
tenuating circumstances (medical or compassionate), they should follow the procedures 
below. 
In some cases, where instructors have built flexibility into their assessments, this flexibil-
ity will already address consideration needs. 
Requests for academic consideration should be directed to the Academic Advising Of-
fice of your faculty/college of registration. Requests must be made as soon as possible 
and no later than 48 hours after the missed assessment. 
As a rule, documentation is required for academic consideration. For academic consid-
eration requests on medical grounds, the Student Medical Certificate is available at 
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/ex-
ams_and_tests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf. 
Students are permitted one academic consideration request without supporting docu-
mentation per term per course. 
Instructors may designate one assessment per half-course weight as requiring formal 
supporting documentation. Please refer to the course outline for each course. 
For further information, please see: https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/ap-
peals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf 
 
Absences from Final Examinations 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/accessibility-services/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/exams_and_tests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/kings/assets/File/currentStudents/courses_enrollment/exams_and_tests/SMC-Feb-2025.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
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If you miss the Final Exam, contact the Academic Advising Office of your faculty/college 
of registration as soon as you are able to do so.  They will assess your eligibility to write 
the Special Examination (the name given by the University to a makeup Final Exam). 
You may also be eligible to write the Special Exam if you are in a “Multiple Exam Situa-
tion” (e.g., more than 2 exams in 23-hour period, or more than 3 exams in a 47-hour pe-
riod). 
If a student fails to write a scheduled Special Examination, the date of the next Special 
Examination (if granted) normally will be the scheduled date for the final exam the next 
time this course is offered.  The maximum course load for that term will be reduced by 
the credit of the course(s) for which the final examination has been deferred.  See the 
Academic Calendar for details (under Special Examinations).  
 
 
Religious Accommodation 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should 
give notice in writing to the instructor and Academic Advising Office if a course require-
ment will be affected by a religious holiday/observance. Notice must be given as early 
as possible, and no later than two weeks prior to an examination, and one week prior to 
a midterm test date. It is the responsibility of such students to inform themselves con-
cerning the work done in classes from which they are absent and to take appropriate 
action. 
 
2. Support Services  
Accessibility, Counselling and Student Development at King’s University College: 
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-services/   
Students experiencing emotional or mental health distress can access services at 
King’s University College: http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-ser-
vices/student-support-services/personal-counselling/  
Good2talk is a good online and phone 24/7 resource for students and is available in 
English, Mandarin, and French: https://good2talk.ca, 1-866-925-5454 
MentalHealth@Western provides a complete list of options about how to obtain help: 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/  
Academic Support Services at King’s University College:  
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/  
 
GBSV Support: 
King’s is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and 
providing compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic 
events. If you have experienced sexual or gender-based violence (either recently or in 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_70
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-services/
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-counselling/
http://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/campus-services/student-support-services/personal-counselling/
https://good2talk.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/academic-resources/


Page 11 of 12 

the past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including emer-
gency contacts at: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sex-
ual-violence/ 
You can reach someone supports at Kings by emailing Care@kings.uwo.ca or calling 
519-930-4640 to reach a social worker who can offer help. 
You can also reach Western’s Gender-Based Violence & Survivor Support Case Man-
ager by email or by calling 519-661-3568. 
Further supports can be found on this website: https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-
kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/ 
See also https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html  

University Students’ Council offers many valuable support services for students, includ-
ing the health insurance plan: http://westernusc.ca/services/  
 

3. Statement on Use of Electronic Devices  
Use of Electronic Devices: Unless explicitly stated otherwise, you are not allowed to 
have a cell phone, or any other electronic device, with you during tests or examinations. 
Unauthorized possession of such a device during a test or examination constitutes an 
academic offence.  
Use of Laptops, Tablets, and Smartphones in the Classroom: King’s University Col-
lege at Western University acknowledges the integration of new technologies and learn-
ing methods into the curriculum. The use of electronic devices such as laptop comput-
ers, tablets, or smartphones can contribute to student engagement and effective learn-
ing. At the same time, King’s recognizes that instructors and students share jointly the 
responsibility to establish and maintain a respectful classroom environment conducive 
to learning.  
The use of electronic devices by students during lectures, seminars, labs, etc., shall be 
for matters related to the course at hand only. Students found to be using electronic de-
vices for purposes not directly related to the class may be subject to sanctions under 
the Student Code of Conduct; see https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-
affairs/code-of-student-conduct1/  
Inappropriate use of electronics (e.g., laptops, tablets, smartphones) during lectures, 
seminars, labs, etc., creates a significant disruption. As a consequence, instructors may 
choose to limit the use of electronic devices in these settings. In addition, in order to 
provide a safe classroom environment, students attending in-person class sessions are 
strongly advised to operate laptops with batteries rather than power cords.  
 
4. Statement on Academic Offences  
King’s is committed to academic integrity. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and 
students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what 
constitutes a Scholastic Offence, is posted at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/aca-
demic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf  

https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
mailto:Care@kings.uwo.ca
http://support@uwo.ca/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/about-kings/safe-campus/gender-and-sexual-violence/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
http://westernusc.ca/services/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/code-of-student-conduct1/
https://www.kings.uwo.ca/current-students/student-affairs/code-of-student-conduct1/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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It is expected that students will submit work that is truly their own, completed without ex-
ternal assistance (human or artificial) except as explicitly permitted by the course in-
structor. Check with you instructor on what tools, including generative AI (ChatGPT, 
translation tools, grammar-checking tools) are permitted in the course. Because a tool is 
permitted in one course, that does not mean it is permitted in other courses. 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detec-
tion of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source 
documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers 
subsequently submitted to the system; see https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/Original-
ity Reports - TurnItIn.html.  
Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for 
similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns 
that may indicate cheating. 
 
5. Copyright of Course Material  
Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, and 
similar materials are protected by copyright. Faculty members are the exclusive owner 
of copyright in those materials they create. Students may take notes and make copies 
for their own use. Students may not allow others to reproduce or distribute lecture notes 
and course materials publicly (whether or not a fee is charged) without the express writ-
ten consent of a faculty member. Unauthorized sharing of class content is subject to ac-
ademic discipline. 
Similarly, students own copyright in their own original papers and exam essays. If a fac-
ulty member wishes to post a student’s answers or papers on the course website, they 
should ask for the student’s written permission.  
 
6. Use of Recordings  
Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except where re-
cording is an approved accommodation and/or the participant has the prior written per-
mission of the instructor. Unauthorized recording and/or sharing of class content is sub-
ject to academic discipline. 
 
7. Policy on Attendance  
Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or 
laboratory periods in any course, will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the 
course, after due warning has been given. On the recommendation of the department 
concerned, and with the permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be de-
barred from taking the regular examination in the course.  
8. Policy on AI  
Within this course, use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools (such as ChatGPT) 
are not permitted for written work submitted for evaluation. Unauthorized use of AI will 
be subject to academic discipline. 

https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/TurnItIn.html
https://elearningtoolkit.uwo.ca/tools/TurnItIn.html

