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" O n e  d a y  w h e n  J e s u s  w a s  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  s h o r e  b e s i d e  L a k e

G e n n e s a r e t ,  h e  s a w  t w o  b o a t s  b y  t h e  l a k e .  T h e  f i s h e r m e n  w e r e

b u s y  w a s h i n g  t h e i r  n e t s .  J e s u s  g o t  i n t o  t h e  b o a t  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o

S i m o n ,  a n d  h e  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  ‘ R o w  t h e  b o a t  o u t  w h e r e  t h e  w a t e r  i s

d e e p .  P u t  y o u r  n e t s  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  c a t c h  s o m e  f i s h . ’

S i m o n  s a i d ,  ‘ M a s t e r ,  w e  f i s h e d  a l l  n i g h t  l o n g  a n d  d i d n ’ t  c a t c h

a n y t h i n g !  B u t  i f  y o u  s a y  s o ,  w e  w i l l  t r y  a g a i n  n o w . ’  S o  t h e y  p u t

t h e i r  n e t s  i n t o  t h e  d e e p  w a t e r .  S o o n  t h e y  c a u g h t  s o  m a n y  f i s h

t h a t  t h e i r  n e t s  b e g a n  t o  t e a r .  T h e y  c a l l e d  t o  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e

o t h e r  b o a t  t o  c o m e  a n d  h e l p  t h e m .  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  c a m e ,  a n d

b o t h  b o a t s  w e r e  s o  f u l l  o f  f i s h  t h a t  t h e y  a l m o s t  s a n k .  J a m e s  a n d

J o h n  w e r e  a m a z e d  a t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  W h e n  S i m o n  s a w  h o w

m a n y  f i s h  t h e y  c a u g h t ,  h e  f e l l  d o w n  i n  f r o n t  o f  J e s u s  a n d  s a i d ,

‘ L o r d ,  g o  a w a y  f r o m  m e !  I  a m  a  s i n n e r ! ’  B u t  

J e s u s  s a i d  t o  S i m o n ,  ‘ D o n ’ t  b e  a f r a i d !  F r o m  

n o w  o n  y o u  w i l l  b e  g a t h e r i n g  p e o p l e ,  n o t  

f i s h ! ’  T h e y  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  b o a t s  o n t o  t h e  

s h o r e  a n d  l e f t  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  f o l l o w  

J e s u s . ”

T h i s  i s  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  t h e  L o r d .  
N o v a l i s .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  S u n d a y  B o o k  o f  R e a d i n g s  A d a p t e d  f o r  

C h i l d r e n ,  Y e a r  B .  O u t r e m o n t ,  Q u e b e c :  N o v a l i s .

Now Act:

What Do You Think?
1. How do you think Jesus knew where all the fish were? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

2. How can you be someone who also "gathers people"?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
Cronin, G. (2003). Celebrating the Gospels. Missouri, United States of America: Ligouri Publications.

Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

Name three qualities of God

that make him a good

Father. What line of the Our

Father means the most to

you? Ask your friends or

family the same questions

and see what others think!
Glavich, M. (2013). Totally Catholic! Boston,

Massachusetts: Pauline Books and Media.
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Activity: Fishy Words
W h a t  d i d  J e s u s  t e l l  S i m o n ,  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  d o i n g  a s

h i s  f o l l o w e r s ?  W r i t e  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  a p p e a r s  o n  e a c h  f i s h  i n  t h e

b l a n k  t h a t  m a t c h e s  i t s  n u m b e r .   
L u c e y ,  M .  ( 2 0 0 7 ) .  C a t h o l i c  C o r n e r  P u z z l e s  a n d  A c t i v i t i e s ,  Y e a r  B  ( A g e s  7 - 1 0 ) .  I l l i n o i s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a :  W o r l d

L i b r a r y  P u b l i c a t i o n s .

Brainstorm:
"'I am here! 

Send me'"
Isaiah 6:8 

When something good happens

unexpectedly, we often say, ‘it’s

a miracle!’ Sometimes

something extraordinary

happens, for example, when an

illness is cured. Why did Jesus

work miracles? What miracles

do you know of that resulted

from people’s faith and prayers?

 
Glavich, M. (2013). Totally Catholic! Boston,

Massachusetts: Pauline Books and Media.
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Calling All Saints: Our Lady of Lourdes
F e b r u a r y  1 1 t h  i s  t h e  d a y  t h a t  w e  c e l e b r a t e  O u r  L a d y  o f  L o u r d e s .  I n

1 8 5 8  ( a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  a g o ) ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  y o u n g  g i r l  w h o  w a s  1 4

y e a r s  o l d  n a m e d  B e r n a d e t t e .  S h e  w a s  a  p o o r  y o u n g  l a d y  w h o

l i v e d  i n  L o u r d e s .  S h e  w a s  n e a r  a  r i v e r  o n e  d a y  a n d  s a w  a  “ l a d y ”  a t

t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  F o r  m a n y  m o n t h s ,  s h e  e n c o u n t e r e d

t h i s  s a m e  l a d y  m a n y ,  m a n y  t i m e s .  T h e s e  a r e  c a l l e d  a p p a r i t i o n s  i n

w h i c h  s o m e o n e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  o r

s o m e o n e  r e m a r k a b l e  o r  u n e x p e c t e d .  I n  t h e s e  a p p a r i t i o n s  t h a t

B e r n a d e t t e  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  t h e  L a d y  w a n t e d  h e r  t o  d r i n k  f r o m  a

f o u n t a i n  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  f o u n t a i n  f o r  h e r  t o  d r i n k  f r o m .

B e r n a d e t t e  d u g  i n  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  t h e  L a d y  t o l d  h e r  t o  a n d  a

s p r i n g  o f  w a t e r  b e g a n  t o  f l o w .  A n y o n e  w h o  b a t h e d  i n  o r  d r a n k

t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  w o u l d  b e  h e a l e d .  I t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  l a t e r  o n

t h a t  B e r n a d e t t e  f o u n d  o u t  w h o  t h e  L a d y  w a s .  T h e  L a d y  t o l d  h e r

s h e  w a s  t h e  “ I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n . ”  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  M o t h e r

M a r y !  E v e n  t o d a y ,  L o u r d e s  i s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  p l a c e  t h a t  C a t h o l i c s

v i s i t .  E v e r y  y e a r ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  g o  t h e r e  t o  d r i n k  t h e  w a t e r

a n d  b e  c l o s e  t o  M a r y  a n d  h e r  s o n  J e s u s .   
M e m o r i a l  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  L o u r d e s  -  F e b r u a r y  1 1 .  C o m p a n i o n  t o  t h e  C a l e n d a r  p g .  4 7

"Here I am, 
O my God,

 I come to do
your will." 
Psalm 40


