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" W h e n  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  w a s  b a p t i z i n g  a t  t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r ,  a l l  t h e

p e o p l e  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  w o n d e r e d  i f  h e

m i g h t  b e  t h e  M e s s i a h .  B u t  J o h n  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  ‘ I  a m  b a p t i z i n g  y o u

i n  w a t e r ,  b u t  s o m e o n e  i s  c o m i n g  l a t e r  w h o  i s  m i g h t i e r  t h a n  I  a m .

I  a m  n o t  e v e n  w o r t h y  t o  u n t i e  h i s  s a n d a l  s t r a p s .  H e  w i l l  b a p t i z e

y o u  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t . ’  T h e n ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  b a p t i z e d ,

J e s u s  w a s  a l s o  b a p t i z e d .  W h i l e  h e  w a s  p r a y i n g ,  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t

c a m e  t o  h i m  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  d o v e ,  a n d  a  v o i c e  f r o m  h e a v e n  s a i d ,

‘ Y o u  a r e  m y  b e l o v e d  S o n  w i t h  w h o m  

I  a m  v e r y  p l e a s e d . ’ ”

T h i s  i s  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  o f  t h e  L o r d .  
N o v a l i s .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  S u n d a y  B o o k  o f  R e a d i n g s  A d a p t e d  

f o r  C h i l d r e n ,  Y e a r  B .  O u t r e m o n t ,  Q u e b e c :  N o v a l i s .

Check It Out:

What Do You Think?
1. Why do you think Jesus needed to be baptized? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you know about your baptism? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
Cronin, G. (2003). Celebrating the Gospels. Missouri, United States of America: Ligouri Publications.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

There are many symbols throughout

the Catholic faith that you may or

may not know about. One of these

symbols is the number 40. Read

Genesis 7:12, Exodus 24:18, Matthew

4:2 and Acts 1:3. Forty can symbolize

a challenge, but it also reminds us

that God is with us through the

challenge. Why do you think certain

numbers are symbols in the Catholic

faith? 
Welborn, Amy. (2018). Book of Catholic Signs and

Symbols. Chicago, Illinois: Loyola Press. 

"'You are my
beloved Son with
whom I am very

pleased.'"
Luke 3:22
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Activity: Find the Words
J o h n  b a p t i z e d  w i t h  w a t e r .  B u t  h e  t o l d  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  o n e  t o

c o m e  w o u l d  b a p t i z e  w i t h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a n d  w i t h  f i r e .  L o o k  a t  t h e

f i r s t  r o w  o f  w o r d s  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  F i n d  t h e  o n e  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  s p e l l e d

u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  c l o u d .  D r a w  a  l i n e  t h r o u g h  i t .  R e p e a t

t h i s  p r o c e s s  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  r o w s .   
L u c e y ,  M .  ( 2 0 0 7 ) .  C a t h o l i c  C o r n e r  P u z z l e s  a n d  A c t i v i t i e s ,  Y e a r  C  ( A g e s  7 - 1 0 ) .  I l l i n o i s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a :  W o r l d

L i b r a r y  P u b l i c a t i o n s .

Now Act:
Do you always remember to say

thank you? To help you remember,

try playing a thank you game with

your family or friends. For three days,

all players try to notice and count

the number of times in a day that

they say “thank you” in a kind way. At

the end of day three, talk about your

thank you's and decide who won.

Why is it important to always

remember to say thank you? 
Darcy-Berube, Francoise and Berube, Jean-Paul. (2019).

We Share in the Eucharist. Toronto, Canada. Novalis

Publishing. 

"'I, your God,
have called you...
I have taken you
by your hand.'"

Isaiah 42:6 
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J a n u a r y  7 t h  i s  t h e  M e m o r i a l  o f  S a i n t  A n d r é  B e s s e t t e .  H e  w a s  b o r n

t o  a  p o o r  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  f a m i l y  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r  w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d

i n  t h e  t r a d e s  t o  m a k e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e

e v e n t u a l l y  b e g a n  t o  w o r k  a s  a  l u m b e r j a c k  b u t  d i e d  w h i l e  h e  w a s

w o r k i n g  f r o m  a  f a l l i n g  t r e e  a n d  l e f t  b e h i n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  1 0

c h i l d r e n .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  A n d r é  a n d  h i s  9  s i b l i n g s  w e r e

o r p h a n e d  w h e n  t h e i r  m o t h e r  d i e d  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s .  A n d r é  t h e n

w e n t  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h i s  a u n t  a n d  u n c l e .  H e  w a s  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h  a s  a

c h i l d  a n d  d i d  n o t  h a v e  m u c h  e d u c a t i o n  s o  a l t h o u g h  h e  t r i e d  t o

w o r k  v a r i o u s  j o b s ,  i t  w a s  h a r d  f o r  h i m  t o  s t i c k  w i t h  o n e  j o b .

E v e n t u a l l y ,  h e  m o v e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  s o m e

t i m e  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d .  H e  c a m e  b a c k  t o  C a n a d a  l a t e r  a n d  e n t e r e d

t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  C r o s s  i n  M o n t r e a l .  H e  w a s  t h e

d o o r k e e p e r  a t  N o t r e  D a m e  C o l l e g e  i n  Q u e b e c  a n d  h e  k e p t  t h i s

j o b  f o r  4 0  y e a r s .  M a n y  p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  h i m  b e c a u s e

o f  h i s  h o l i n e s s  a n d  w i s d o m .  H e  b e g a n  t o  b u i l d  a  s m a l l  c h a p e l  o n

M o u n t  R o y a l  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  w h i c h  l a t e r  b e c a m e  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s  O r a t o r y .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  h e a l i n g s  w e r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  S a i n t  A n d r é  w h i l e  h e

w a s  a l i v e  b u t  h e  a l w a y s  t o l d  e v e r y o n e  i t  w a s  t h e  d o i n g  o f  S a i n t

J o s e p h  -  J e s u s ’  f o s t e r  f a t h e r .  S a i n t  A n d r é  j u s t  b e c a m e  a  s a i n t  i n

2 0 1 0  ( o n l y  1 1  y e a r s  a g o )  a n d  h e  i s  

v e r y  c l o s e  t o  h o m e  a s  h e  e v e n  

s t a y e d  i n  a  c o t t a g e  i n  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s  

w h i c h  i s  o n l y  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  f r o m  

L o n d o n ,  O n t a r i o .  A s k  y o u r  f r i e n d s  

a n d  f a m i l y  i f  t h e y  h a v e  h e a r d  

a b o u t  S a i n t  A n d r é  a n d  s e e  w h a t  

y o u  c a n  t e l l  t h e m  a b o u t  h i m !
C o f f e y ,  e t  a l .  ( 2 0 1 2 ) .  C o m p a n i o n  t o  t h e  C a l e n d a r ,  

S e c o n d  E d i t i o n :  A  G u i d e  t o  t h e  S a i n t s ,  S e a s o n s ,  a n d  

H o l i d a y s  o f  t h e  Y e a r .  C h i c a g o ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a :  

L i t u r g y  T r a i n i n g  P u b l i c a t i o n s .  

Youth Newsletter | Issue 19 

Calling All Saints: St. André Bessette

"I praise you, O God,
for your faithful love.
I praise you, O God,

for all that 
you do.'"

Psalm 146 


