Wha+ is it? \;]///;\
Did you knhow that Easter is more than Ju~;+ one Sunday? Easter is a +ull eéason!;

This year, we are encour‘aaina Families to continue celelar'aﬁna the Joy of Christ
by +ran9Porming your prayer space From a Lenten Desert into an Easter
Garden!

When is it?
-This year Easter begins on March 3| (Easter Sunday) aond ends May 19
(Pentecost).
-Just like in our Lenten Desert, we wil be aaldin@ another element to our prayer
space every 5unclay dur'ina that time.

-How you choose to Prayencul\y celebrate clurina that time is up to you and
your Pamily! You may choose to continue your Jour‘r\ey with Scripture, or +r'y a
new form of Prayer! Even creating art together, making a special dessert, or
ating a Pamily meal can be a beautitul prayer around your Easter Garden when

you invite Jesus to |oin you.

V\/lny?
-During Lent, we grew stronger through praying, ?asﬁng and giving We made
space for God in our hearts and in our homes. Now durina Easter, it is time to
celebrate the joy of the Risen Christ Al of that Lenten growth allows us to

k ﬁ embrace Jesus with open hearts and rejoice +oae+her.

How?

—lk\— you have a f—amlly member age 4-7 who is commﬂ to Chidren's Proaram on

X ’5undayc; /dzrlna the 10om mass, they wil be receiving their addition to your fomiy
prayer space every week.

—I«C you don't fall into that category or you miss a week, collect decorating

A materials at home.

-Follow§the weekly instructions below to create an Easter Garden’ For your

nily prayer space and use it as your reminder to gather together ond

c_e\elara’re tHhis F:{&us'ier Season.




Week I March 3 Easter Sur\day

N/ ’)\
HaPPy Easter! He is Risenl Truly, He is Riserl / | \ |
You've worked hard during Lent to get your heart ready and now it is time to C o
celebrate joytully with Jesus! our time wandering and Fosting in the desert is over |
and how we enter a space that is dlive, +ull of colour and beau’ry!
This means that it is fime to transkorm our prayer space from a Lenten Desert
to aon Easter Gardenl This week, during the Easter Octave, toke the time to:

-Remove the sand From the bottom ol your Lenten Desert ond replace it with
some Easter grass to create your Garden. Imogine this is kind of like the Israelites
Finally entering the promised lond after wandering in the desert for 40 long years.

How joytul would that Feel?

= you have a Family member coming to Chidren's Program on sundays, they wil

be creating their own version ok this with symbols ok new like like Howers,

butterfies, egq9s, and bunnies.
£ not, you might consider using recyclecl Easter Grass from your Pamily Easter
basket, homemade paper gross, a green cloth, or even read living, Po++eo| plonts.

-Remove the purple and pink candle coverings From your Lenten candes to
reveal the pure white uhderneath. Imogine that this is kind ofF like Jesus removing
the cloths wr‘aPPed around him and rising up out ot the tomb.

A I you're just staring now, find 5 white candles to add to your Easter Garden.
i White is an Easter colour that reminds us of God's 3lory!

i

™N \ -Move your 5 candles from the shape ofF a cross into a circle. The cross
A remmded s ok Christ's socrifice during Lent, and now in Easter we make it into a
g/ cnrcle to remind us that Christ's love has no end, just like a circle!

Conc;lder aclchna your BaPJrlc;moﬂ Candles to the |nc;|ale oP the circle. On Easter




Week. 2: April 7: Divine Mer'cy 5unalay
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Light your candles whenever you gather together in
prayer.

Reread this week's Gospel or tak about the main parts ol
the story. When Thomas finds himself in doubt Jesus
doesnt leave him out! Instead, he reveals himself and his

peace +Inrouah touch. Imaaine what that would feel likel

Pray: ‘Thank you Jesus for always inviJrina us to know you
more, even when we miath not be sure. Touch our lives
and Iarina us your Peace!“

Create: an Easter Lily using your handpr'inJr traced and
cutout ofF white PaPer! Use this to remind you of what it
would feel like to reach out and touch the Risen Jesus.

rap your cut-out har\dprinJr around a pipe cleaner, straw,
or popsicle stick to create a stem
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N Tle red and blue ribbons to the stems of your Llly For




